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9.

aire watches her
owing it was far from

INT. JASMINE'S ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Jasmine's on her bed, lost in Hagique. Claire enters, sits
on the edqe of the bed. Jasmine doesn't look up to her mom.

CLAIRE
Can you put the book down, please?

JASMINE
I said I was fine.

CLAIRE
And I said can you put the book
down, please?

Hearing Claire's firmer tone, Jasmine lowers the book

CLAIRE
Did something happen today?

JASMINE
It was like every other day.

Claire doesn't fully know the sad truth of that statement.

CLAIRE
Jasmine. .. I need things to be
goin' well for you at school ...
,causeyou'regonnahave to spend a
little bitmore time there--

JASHINB

CLAIRB
Mr. Rozz said startin' next week I
gotta work long shift and you're
too young to stay home by yourself
all night--

JASMINE
(knows what this means)

--No. I can take of myself--

CLAIRE
--There are a lot of after school
activities and you should take
advantage of them. You could have
fun, maybe make a few friends...
There's band--
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10.

JASMINE
--I don't play an instrument.

CLAIRE
Math Club.

JASMINE
I hate math.

CLAIRE
Student Council.

JASMINE
Bo one' 11 vote for me.

Claireexhales, exasperated. She takes a flyer frOll\ her
pocket, unfolds it. She hands it to Jasmine.

CLA:[K8
They had these at the PTA meeting.
I thought you could try it.

TIGHT ON: the flyer - a casting call for the Sohool Play.

CLAIRE
The rehearsals go until 6: 30 and
if you help clean up after, you'll
be there past seven. I oan be home
by 9 so you'll only be alone an
hour or so...

Claire notioes Jasmine has not looked up from the £lyer.

Jasmine 7

Jaslllil1e looks up at her mom, her eyes wide and scared, like a
kid being sent to the' gallows.

JASMINE
Please. You don't know what 'it's
like at sohool; they won't want me.

CLAIRE
Row do you know? What do those
other kids qot that you don't got?

A 1/2 beat, then:

JASMINE
Fathers.

This strikes Claire through the heart.
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